INTERESTS AND OCCUPATIONS
are much earlier, and show him as a distinguished-
looking and serious young man.
Whatever frivolities we hear of are very trifling,
and are, all of them, comments by the older Evelyn.
Serious he undoubtedly was, because the most
fundamental quality in him was his deeply religious
nature. In spite of his reserve and the absence of any
introspection in his memoirs, his moral resignation
and humility are constantly apparent, and, most of
all, his particular devotion to the Church of England.
He stood out against the Puritan attack during the
Commonwealth and, after the Restoration, against
the gradual hold the Roman Catholic Church gained
first in the court and then on the sovereign. When
writing up the records of his early life he makes a
special mention on July 2nd, 1637, of the first
occasion on which he received "the Blessed Sacra-
ment of the Lord's Supper" in Balliol College
Chapel, and he adds: "At this time was the Church
of England in the greatest splendour, all things
decent, and becoming the Peace, and the persons
that governed." In after years attendance at
Holy Communion is frequently noted.
During the Commonwealth he is glad, when in
Deptford Church, that the minister, though an in-
dependent, preached sound doctrine; but the
christening of his child had to be performed in
the library at Sayes Court, because the minister
dared not use the Church of England service. The
sermon of "a tradesman and mechanic" he describes
as "feculent stuff." While "the usurpers possessed
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